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The 'ashir does not collect zakat from the mukatab or
the minor who passes him, since his property is not sub-
ject to zakat. Likewise, he does not collect zakat from
slaves for goods (bida'ah) of their masters which they
happen to possess for trade unless their masters are with
them. If, however, the goods do not belong to the master,
but are the slave's own stock earned by him by trading
with the permission of his master (ma'dhun), the slave
does not pay zakat on them if he owes money to the entire
value of his goods. If he does not owe any debts, the
'ashir collects zakat if his master is along with him. If,
however, the master is not present, then according to Abu
Hanifah, as quoted in the al-Jamie al-Saglr, the 'ashir still
collects the zakat, but in the opinion of Abu Yusuf and
Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan, he does not.1

According to Abu Hamfah's first view, if the mudarib
passes the 'ashir with trade stock (mal mudarabah), the
cashir collects zakat from it; but according to his later view,
the 'ashir does not collect zakat. The later view is also
shared by his disciples. Al-Sarakhsi observes that although
he does not know whether Abu Hanifah changed his view
concerning the case of the slave who was allowed by his
master to trade, the analogy of the mudarib would lead one
to expect that Abu Hanifah would exempt the slave also.
The ground for the first view, according to which the mu-
darib is subject to zakat, is that he has rights in the trade
stock like those of a proprietor, since he has a share in the
profit. The ground for the other view is that he is a trustee
concerning the trade stock which belongs to the principal
(rabb al-mal} and that although he has the right to trade
in it he does not have authority to settle its zakaty especially
as the settlement of zakat to be valid must be accompanied

^Mabstit, p. 201; cf. Al-Idmi* al-Sagir, p. 21.